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Our Vision
Advancing food and agriculture for a more 
sustainable future

#1
Top Agtech Investor
Pitchbook, 2022

#1
Top Agrifood Accelerator 
Agfunder Awards, 2019

40+
Corporate Clients

$1 billion
Value created

100+
Countries reached

9,000+
Global founder private network

Watch Here: https://youtu.be/qGTdybllIVY

Applied 
Research

Orgs

Events

Sustainability
Corporate 

Roundtables

https://youtu.be/qGTdybllIVY


What We Do – THRIVE Platform

Investment Acceleration Corporate
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6 annual programs

150+ Alumni

USA, Canada, Australia, 
Brazil

OPEN  
INNOVATION

CORPORATE 
CHALLENGES

+40 Corporations

Global Ecosystem & Network
30k~

Pioneer Fund
3rd Fund

75M



Building a Sustainable Future for the 
Food & Agriculture Industries
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THRIVE GLOBAL EXPANSION 
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THRIVE U.S. 
HQ, Silicon Valley

+ Mid-West Presence

THRIVE Canada
HQ, Calgary

THRIVE Australia
HQ, Melbourne

THRIVE EMEA
HQ, EU/UK

Middle-East 
Presence, Israel

Latin America
Presence, Brazil

Asia Presence, 
Japan 

THRIVE’s Global Ecosystem  



HALEY MASSONG
Corporate Innovation 

Manager

CARIN GERHARDT
Director of Corporate 

Programs

SPENCER GRALING
Operations and Research

 Intern 

PAULA ELLIOTT
Operations Manager | 

Global

JOHN CASSIDY
Managing Director | 

Canada 

HELEN HARTNETT
COO

DANNY O’BRIEN
Managing Director | EMEA 

& Global Programs

LISA MERDJAN
Academy 
Manager

KELSEY DUCKER
Director of 
Marketing

JOHN HARTNETT
Founder & CEO

SEAN PAQUET
Director of Corporate 

Innovation

ROSE M. O’CONNOR
Finance and Investment 

Manager

JASON CONVEY
Corporate Innovation 

Associate  

HOZANA SICAIROS
Executive 
Assistant 

DAWN TRAUTMAN
Corporate Innovation 

Manager

VICTORIA IVANOVA
Accelerator 
Manager

MICHAEL MACOLINO
Managing Director | 

APAC

COLETON FISHER
Program 
Associate

Our Global Team

JESS HOCKEDY
Research
Associate

SEAN HARTNETT
Intern

LAUREN ELLIOT
Intern

SOFIA AGUILERA
Program Associate

HUGO BIEBER
APAC Startup Program 

Manager

ERIC OLSON
Corporate Innovation

Manager

RICKY STEPHENS
Corporate Innovation

Manager



CORPORATE INNOVATION PARTNERS
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Global Innovation + 
Investment program



PROGRAM FOCUS + Collaboration 

Terms of Reference

Shell Europe + NBS team





2020-2023
A THRIVE 
MOVEMENT

Invest & Scale
Innovative 

technologies

Go-to-Market
Access to farmers 

and customers

Catalyze
Corporate 

Action

Accelerate
Farmer Adoption

The THRIVE Global Impact 
Initiative consists of a series 
of programs and activities 
designed to drive innovation, 
collaboration, positive 
change for our planet.



Government Collaboration

US Innovation agenda
US Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny 
Perdue, Washington DC

THRIVE Canada
Participation of Hon Marie-Claude Bibeau for 
THRIVE Canada Challenge & SVG Ventures launch

THRIVE & Forbes Future of Food Summit

Participation of the US Secretary of Agriculture, 
Thomas J. Vilsack 



Why startups 
fail?



CONFIDENTIAL

How we 
evaluate start 
ups for 
investment 

Team: 





Pitchbook 
Agtech Qtr1 
2023 



Most active agtech accelerators in 2022

• Source: PitchBook | Geography: Global
*As of September 30, 2022



Outlook –
What to expect in 2023 and beyond?



Climate change 
continues – extreme 

weather events, 
aridification

Opportunities:  
smart irrigation, 

indoor ag, 
gene editing

What to expect in 2023 and 
beyond?
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Continued war 
Ukraine – grain, 

fuel, and fertilizer 
shortages

Opportunities:
biofertilizers, soil 

amendments,
precision ag tools

What to expect in 2023 and 
beyond?
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Funding challenges 
hit agtech – Funding 
could shift to CapEx 

light models

Opportunities:
Farm management 

software, ag 
marketplaces, 

imagery analytics

What to expect in 2023 and 
beyond?
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Agtech drivers:
Climate change

Extreme weather 
events & aridification

War in Ukraine

Supply chain 
disruptions

Growing populations

Consumer demand 
for healthier food

Labor shortages
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2023

THRIVE
AgTech | FoodTech
#THRIVETop50

T
O
P 50

Published by:
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10. Precision Nutrition

1. CEA2. Animal Technology

3. On-Farm Decision 
Support, Automations & 

Robotics

4. Novel Crop Inputs

9. Novel Ingredients

8. Next Generation 
Supply Chain

7. Infrastructure & 
Materials

6. Novel Food & 
Beverage

5. Agribusiness Platform



Purpose
Passion
Positive
Ambition
Disrupt
Failure
Adapt
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Eight Decades of Constant 
Innovation

40,000+
Startups

Bay Area Universities Have the 
Largest Number of Founders

1939 1962

1946 1968

1976

1977

1984

1994 1998

2004

2006

20071997

2009

2010

VIBRANT TECHNOLOGY ECOSYSTEM


